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Longtown  
Speakers Series  
February 17 | 2 p.m. 
 
Annie’s G.A.L.A. 
TBA 
 
Gathering at Garst 
July 27 & 28 
 
Hold Annie’s Gun 
July 27 & 28 
(during the Gathering) 

Since opening to the public in 1949, the Garst Museum has proudly represented Darke County’s rich 
and diverse history. Made up of six different wings, the Garst has striven to connect the public with 
the many facets that make Greenville, Ohio, and the surrounding area special. From Annie Oakley 
(Garst houses The National Annie Oakley Center) to Lowell Thomas to the Treaty of Greene Ville, it is 
no stretch to say that your local museum is a model for historical stewardship and interpretation. 
 
What many people don’t know about the Garst is that we are a nonprofit institution that does not 
benefit from local, state, or federal tax revenue. This means that our facility relies on the support of 
the local community. Generous donors are the reason that we are able to maintain our facility, provide 
programs to the public, and build regionally representative displays. 
 
It is because of this that the Capital Campaign was established. Through careful consideration, we have 
created a list of goals for your museum, organizing a campaign which will benefit the museum on 
multiple levels. Some of these goals involve brick-and-mortar expenses such as replacing the roof and 
renovating the Lowell Thomas House so that it can be put to use. Other expenses targeted by the 
Capital Campaign revolve around technology needs such as updating the computer, security, and fire 
systems. We are also are striving to meet national museum standards, a goal which would mean 
employing a Development Director, a Finance Manager, and a Museum Curator, among other 
positions. The museum is also in need of new equipment such as a mower for the care of the 
surrounding landscape. 

Garst Museum Capital 
Campaign 

 
The Garst Museum Capital Campaign includes renovations 
to the Lowell Thomas House. 

Admission can be applied to membership on the day of your visit. 

From the beginning, the goal has 
been to reach $1 million. Right 
now, we are almost halfway there. 
That is why the Capital Campaign 
opens to the public in February 
2024. With help from local 
supporters, we know that the goals 
for the Garst Museum and The 
National Annie Oakley Center will 
soon become a reality. 



 

 

  

Rolling into the Lowell Thomas Meeting Room at Garst Museum is the iconic Buchy meat wagon built 
by the Lohmann Brothers (yes, the telescope guys) around 1900.  From 4:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Charles G. 
Buchy, the second generation to operate the company, drove the wagon to the surrounding 
communities of Gettysburg, Bradford, Webster, Versailles, Beamsville, and Pikeville selling his meats. 
This wagon was retired in the mid-1930’s. 

Shari Petersime and John Ayette will be the featured speakers during Garst Museum’s third chapter in 
the 2023-24 lecture series. The series continues on February 17 at 2 p.m. in the Lowell Thomas Meeting 
Room at Garst Museum. 
 
Longtown could easily be a forgotten community if it were not for a handful of researchers and 
historians who have dedicated themselves to learning and telling the story of one of this region’s most 
interesting communities. The bi-racial community was located on the western edge of Darke County 
and stretched into eastern Randolph County, Indiana.  
 
One aspect that is often overlooked when discussing Longtown is the service its residents gave to the 
United States military. Petersime and Ayette will take a look at the individuals who served this country 
and called Longtown home.  
 
Although the Spicer Brothers have recently been recognized for their service, including one brother that 
served as a Tuskegee Airman, there were many more individuals who have served. According to Larry 
Lewis, Spicer relative and Longtown researcher, that long history of service includes the Civil War, 
Spanish-American War, World War I and II, Korean War, and Vietnam War.  
 
A plaque is being built to honor the individuals from Longtown that have served in the military and will 
be ready for the presentation.  
 

Greenville–The Beginning of Lewis 
and Clark’s Expedition 

When Thomas Jefferson wrote these words to Meriwether Lewis, his private secretary, in June 
of 1803, he did not know what inhabited the land that he just purchased from Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  There were stories of mountains of gold, wooly mammoths, and spewing 
volcanoes.  Even the Fountain of Youth was rumored to be hidden among the wilds of the land 
then called the Louisiana Territory. Trusting Lewis, Jefferson instructed him to explore the 
newly purchased lands.  
 
Locally, Greenville is well known as “the Treaty City.” It is where the Treaty of Greene Ville was 
signed in 1795 and Mad Anthony Wayne put a decisive end to the Northwest Indian War 
following the Battle of Fallen Timbers (another historical site that Ohio claims). It was amidst 
the Treaty signing that Meriwether Lewis and William Clark met and formed their legendary 
friendship. Surprisingly, their first meeting did not occur under the best of circumstances. You 
can learn the story behind Lewis and Clark’s first meeting in Greenville when Garst Museum 
reopens in February 2024.  
 
During the month of January, the museum worked to install two new exhibits about Lewis and 
Clark’s time during Greenville’s fort period. One exhibit will detail their nearly disastrous first 
meeting, a meeting that involved a demand for a duel and the court-martial case that followed. 
The other will explain how the events they witnessed in Greene Ville later ensured the success 
of the Expedition. A pair of pistols donated by former Darke County resident Jon Brown will be 
part of this new permanent display.   
 
Today, the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail stretches 4,900 miles across 16 states, 
including Ohio. It is represented by dozens of monuments, museums, parks, and wildlife areas, 
each telling a story of one of the greatest explorations of the North American continent in 
history. Garst Museum shares part of that story. 
 

 

Patriots of Darke County 
Col. Kirk Warner (US Army Ret.) presented the 2023 Veteran’s Day program “Heroes: Yesterday 
and Today” at Garst Museum.   
 
A 33-year veteran, Warner served as a commander in combat zones and stateside, Senior Judge 
Advocate to three Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to several major U.S. Army and 
coalition commands, and authored two books.  
 
Warner spoke about his family’s dedication to serving the United States of America noting, “Our 
family has served in every American war since the French and Indian War, often at great cost, 
including my first cousin William Wells who fought for Little Turtle at St. Clair’s Defeat and later 
with Anthony Wayne here at Fort Greene Ville.”  
 
Warner believes Darke County is a patriotic place. Darke County is the only county in the nation 
to have a warship, the USS Darke, a Haskell-class attack transport, named for it because the 
citizens bought more war bonds per capita than any other county in the United States.  
 
Throughout his program, he discussed the heroes from the bloody fields of St. Clair’s Defeat to 
the deserts of Southwest Asia, many with ties to Darke County.  In praising all veterans, Warner 
said, “In devotion to duty and to each other, our servicemen and women have kept their 
contract with America and offered to sacrifice the last full measure of devotion for our country. 
They are called veterans. We owe them a debt we cannot fully pay.” 
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“The object of your mission is to explore....” 

Remembering Buchy’s 

Jim Buchy, former Ohio State 
representative, stands with the 

Buchy family artifacts on display at 
the Garst Museum. 

Speaker Kirk Warner stands with Steve 
Gruber, Chairman of the Darke County 

Historical Society. 

 

Today, it displays artifacts of the Chas. G. Buchy Packing Company and the 
Buchy family. Charles G. Buchy’s embroidered plant smock, a photograph of 
the Buchy brothers (Edmund, George, and Gerhardt) and brother-in-law Ben 
Brinkman, and an aerial photograph of the expansive plant are among the 
items assembled in the wagon along with campaign materials from Jim 
Buchy’s (fourth-generation owner) successful 24-year career in the Ohio 
House of Representatives. 
 
Illuminating the exhibit is a beautifully restored neon sign featuring “Buchy’s 
Prize Brand Meats.”  Prize Brand was added to the logo signifying winning 
meats when George and Charles entered sausage and smoked meats in 
competition at the Darke County Fair in the late 1890’s and early 1900’s and 
won in several categories every year.  These vintage signs were given to 
select grocers carrying the Buchy products in the days of small local stores. 

Alongside the wagon are a bread box and a sausage cutter. 
Interestingly, the bread box was owned by John Armbruster, 
Mrs. Amba (George) Buchy’s father.  This bread box from the 
Armbruster Bakery was used to transport bread from Greenville 
to the victims of the 1913 Dayton flood.  The sausage “rocker” 
was purchased by George Buchy around 1875 from the 
manufacturer John Wagner of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. This 
sausage cutter was lifted onto a table and see-sawed back and 
forth to knead the meats into the emulsion for stuffing. 
 
After 134 years, the Buchy family and meat packing business left 
an enduring legacy to the people of Darke County.  Take a short 
walk from Garst Museum across Wilson Avenue to the former 
site of the business and reflect on the bygone days as you share 
the bench with a bronze statue of Jim Buchy. 

 

 

 

 
Garst Museum’s Cait Clark holds a pair of 
pistols that are being installed in one of 
the exhibit panels featuring Lewis and 
Clark. Former Darke County resident  

Jon Brown donated the pistols. 


